
 

 

Summer Reading: Class of 2018 
MAOS Advance Placement Literature and Composition 
Woods 
 
Guiding Question: To what extent does a character from the novel (may be the primary character 
or a secondary character) outwardly conform while inwardly questioning his or her role and 
situation in a global society? 
 
Part One: Reading Assignment 
We are going to do summer reading a bit different this year.  Rather than keeping a journal you are going 
to read ONE of the books listed below and write an essay in which you address the guiding question.  
You should use the book to support your answers and make liberal use of textual quotes to support your 
writing.  Essays should be in MLA format, approximately 500 words (2 pages). 
 
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro (2005): A quasi-science fiction novel that deals with the friendship 
and love in a dystopian world.  Named the best book of 2005 by Time magazine. 
 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain (1884): The famous story of fellow travelers 
Huckleberry Finn and Jim down the Mississippi River.  One of our finest novels, this is a must read for all 
Americans.  This book as been banned and criticized over the years for its use of racially charged 
language.  The tone of the book, however, is decidedly ant-racist.   
 
The Road by Cormac McCarthy (2006): A post apocalyptic recounting the journey of a father and son 
across a barren and destroyed landscape; almost all life and civilization been destroyed and the new world 
is a violent and oppressive place.  Won numerous awards. 
 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker (1982): The story of Celie, an African American girl growing up in 
the 1930s, the book deals frankly with themes of oppression and violence, and the role of 
underrepresented peoples in a larger social culture. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book 
Award, and also named by the American Library Association as one of the most frequently challenged 
(banned) books from 2000-2009 
 
Atonement by Ian McEwan (2001): A novel that spans several decades and concerns an upper class girl’s 
half innocent mistake that ruins lives. Named one of the 100 greatest English language novels written 
since 1923. 
 
Part Two: Words to Know 
It is expected that students have working definitions of the 50 attached words (on back) prior to the 
beginning of class.  Most of these words should be review for you.  You should provide definitions for 
each of these words and be ready to take an assessment the second week of class. 
 
Part Three: Further Reading 
 All AP Literature students must read Genesis, Chapters 1-22 and The Gospel of Matthew by the 
third week of school. This reading is not meant as an indoctrination into Judaism, Christianity, or any 
other faith, but rather the Bible (especially the King James Version) is the common literary reference 
point for most major writers of English up until the 1950’s, and even beyond as Biblical themes and 
content continue to exert a powerful influence in many of the literary works written and read today. These 
readings contain many of the most common allusions we will encounter in this year’s AP Lit readings, 
especially in Shakespeare. For the truly daring, read these books in the KJV translation, but for those 



 

 

craving a more accessible reading experience, I can recommend the English Standard Version (ESV) or 
the New International Version (NIV). Both are available online, in their entirety, and for free. 
 
Words to Know: 
Poetry	

1. Epic 

2. Sonnet 

3. Lyric 

4. Ballad 

5. Epigram 

6. Allegory 

7. Diction 

8. Syntax 

9. Tone 

10. Mood 

 

Figures	of	speech	

11. Simile 

12. Metaphor 

13. Personification 

14. Synecdoche 

15. Metonymy 

16. Hyperbole 

17. Understatement 

18. Paradox 

19. Oxymoron 

20. Apostrophe 

21. Litotes 

 

Sound	patterns	

22. Alliteration 

23. Assonance 

24. Blank Verse 

25. Consonance 

26. Euphony 

27. Cacophony 

28. Onomatopoeia 

29. Rhyme 

30. Rhythm 

31. Anaphora  

 

Literary	devices	

32. Pun 

33. Allusion 

34. Analogy 

35. Imagery 

36. Symbolism 

37. Flashback 

38. Foreshadow 

39. Dialect 

40. Suspense 

 

 

Story	elements	



 

 

41. Characterization - protagonist/antagonist 

42. Plot (in medias res/deus ex machina) 

43. Theme 

44. Motif 

45. Point of view (first-  person/third-person limited, 

third-person omniscient) 
46. Narrator 

47. Flat character 

48. Round character 

49. Soliloquy 

50. Monologue 

 

 


