
 

 

AP	Language	and	Composition	(11th	grade)	2017-2018	
Summer	Reading	List	and	Vocabulary	
Monterey	Academy	of	Oceanographic	Science	-	Woods/Ahrenstorff	
 
Welcome	to	AP	Language	and	Composition!	This	course	is	designed	to	be	the	equivalent	in	rigor	of	a	college	course	in	
rhetoric,	literature	studies,	and	composition.		The	focus	of	AP	Language	and	Composition	is	intensive	analysis	of	litera-
ture—with	an	emphasis	on	nonfiction.		This	focus	on	nonfiction	will	require	students	to	recognize	rhetorical,	stylistic,	and	
literary	devices	and	strategies	that	can	be	used	to	enhance	their	own	writing.		Special	attention	in	this	course	will	be	de-
voted	to	preparing	students	for	the	AP	Language	and	Composition	examination,	which	directly	tests	the	student’s	
reading	and	writing	abilities	by	asking	him	or	her	to	recognize	and	analyze	how	an	author	shapes	a	piece	of	writing	to	
serve	the	overall	purpose	or	themes.		All	students	are	strongly	encouraged	to	take	the	AP	exam.	
 
As	both	practice	and	preparation	for	the	reading	and	writing	students	will	master	throughout	the	upcoming	school	year,	
over	the	summer	students	will	read	and	log	two	books,	one	fiction	and	one	non-fiction.		Additionally,	there	are	vocabu-
lary	words	to	define.	
 
Log	Directions:		Use	a	bound	composition	notebook	(no	spiral)	and	clearly	label	all	entries.		For	each	book,	both	non-
fiction	and	fiction,	log	passages	from	the	text	that	are	examples	of	the	following	rhetorical	terms.		You	should	have	at	least	
two	examples	of	each	term	for	each	book	and	a	total	of	10	annotations	for	each	book.		In	other	words,	for	each	book	you	
read	you	should	have	two	examples	of	diction,	two	of	syntax,	two	of	imagery,	and	two	of	tone,	with	two	additional	ex-
cerpts	that	can	be	any	of	the	four	rhetorical	terms,	for	a	total	of	10	annotations	for	each	book,	with	a	grand	total	of	20	an-
notations	for	the	summer	reading.	

• Diction: Diction refers to word choice.  The vocabulary of the English Language is the most extensive of any 
language on earth, offering shades of nuance and connotation that help authors create definite mood and 
tone their writing.  

• Syntax: Syntax refers to sentence structure.  Consider how the length and structure of sentences help to 
achieve a purpose.  Look for sentence fragments or short sentences, extra-long sentences, lists, sentences that 
reserve the main clause until the end, or sentences that are structured to reveal comparisons. 

• Imagery: Imagery refers to the creation of sensory experience for the reader.  Whenever a writer appeals to 
the reader’s senses of smell, taste, sight, touch, hearing, or physical sensation caused by emotional response.  
Imagery is often characterized by use of figurative language, such as simile, metaphor, personification, anal-
ogy, paradox, and hyperbole. 

• Tone: Similar to mood, tone describes the author's attitude toward his or her material, the audience, or both.  
Considering how a work would sound if it were read aloud can help in identifying an author's tone.  

Your annotations should be carefully worded and focused on analyzing how the author uses the above rhetorical 
elements to convey their purpose.  Avoid using “I” statements (“I think”, “I feel”, etc.) and focus instead on what the 
author does.  You should copy the excerpt you are going to discuss, and then write your annotation.  Here is an ex-
ample from To Kill A Mockingbird for diction: 

Excerpt:	"Shoot	no	wonder,	then,"	said	Jem,	jerking	his	thumb	at	me.	"Scout	yonder's	been	readin'	ever	since	she	was	born,	and	she	ain't	even	started	
to	school	yet.	You	look	right	puny	for	goin'	on	seven."	(ch.	1,	page	19)	

Analysis:	The	author,	Harper	Lee,	wishes	to	convey	the	Southern	culture	that	forms	the	setting	of	this	novel.		In	this	excerpt,	she	does	so	through	dia-
logue.		The	character	Jem,	although	educated,	still	speaks	with	a	southern	vernacular,	using	words	like	“yonder”	and	“ain’t.”		The	reader	can	almost	hear	
Jem’s	thick	accent,	as	he	drops	his	“g’s”	and	uses	very	informal	diction.			

Book	Choices,	Non-fiction.		PICK	ONE:	

1)	Moneyball:	The	Art	of	Winning	an	Unfair	Game	–	Michael	Lewis.	Moneyball	is	a	quest	for	the	secret	of	success	in	baseball.	Fol-
lowing	the	low-budget	Oakland	Athletics,	their	larger-than-life	general	manger,	Billy	Beane,	and	the	strange	brotherhood	of	amateur	baseball	enthusi-
asts,	Michael	Lewis	has	written	not	only	"the	single	most	influential	baseball	book	ever"	(Rob	Neyer,	Slate)	but	also	what	"may	be	the	best	book	ever	
written	on	business"	

2)	The	Immortal	Life	of	Henrietta	Lacks	-	Rebecca	Skloot.		From	a	single,	abbreviated	life	grew	a	seemingly	immortal	line	of	cells	that	
made	some	of	the	most	crucial	innovations	in	modern	science	possible.	And	from	that	same	life,	and	those	cells,	Rebecca	Skloot	has	fashioned	in	The	
Immortal	Life	of	Henrietta	Lacks	a	fascinating	and	moving	story	of	medicine	and	family,	of	how	life	is	sustained	in	laboratories	and	in	memory.	Henrietta	
Lacks	was	a	mother	of	five	in	Baltimore,	a	poor	African	American	migrant	from	the	tobacco	farms	of	Virginia,	who	died	from	a	cruelly	aggressive	cancer	



 

 

at	the	age	of	30	in	1951.	A	sample	of	her	cancerous	tissue,	taken	without	her	knowledge	or	consent,	as	was	the	custom	then,	turned	out	to	provide	one	
of	the	holy	grails	of	mid-century	biology:	human	cells	that	could	survive--even	thrive--in	the	lab.	

3)	Into	the	Wild	–	John	Krakauer*.		In	April	1992	a	young	man	from	a	well-to-do	family	hitchhiked	to	Alaska	and	walked	alone	into	the	wil-
derness	north	of	Mt.	McKinley.	His	name	was	Christopher	Johnson	McCandless.	He	had	given	$25,000	in	savings	to	charity,	abandoned	his	car	and	most	
of	his	possessions,	burned	all	the	cash	in	his	wallet,	and	invented	a	new	life	for	himself.	Four	months	later,	his	decomposed	body	was	found	by	a	moose	
hunter.		How	McCandless	came	to	die	is	the	unforgettable	story	of	Into	the	Wild.	

4)	Outliers:	The	Story	of	Success	–	Malcom	Gladwell.		In	this	stunning	book,	Malcolm	Gladwell	takes	us	on	an	intellectual	journey	
through	the	world	of	"outliers"--the	best	and	the	brightest,	the	most	famous	and	the	most	successful.	He	asks	the	question:	what	makes	high-achievers	
different?		His	answer	is	that	we	pay	too	much	attention	to	what	successful	people	are	like,	and	too	little	attention	to	where	they	are	from:	that	is,	their	
culture,	their	family,	their	generation,	and	the	idiosyncratic	experiences	of	their	upbringing.	Along	the	way	he	explains	the	secrets	of	software	billion-
aires,	what	it	takes	to	be	a	great	soccer	player,	why	Asians	are	good	at	math,	and	what	made	the	Beatles	the	greatest	rock	band.	
 
5)	The	Man	Who	Mistook	His	Wife	for	a	Hat	–	Oliver	Sacks.		In	his	most	extraordinary	book,	“one	of	the	great	clinical	writers	of	the	
twentieth	century”	(The	New	York	Times)	recounts	the	case	histories	of	patients	lost	in	the	bizarre,	apparently	inescapable	world	of	neurological	disor-
ders.	
 
6)	This	Boy’s	Life	–	Tobias	Wolff*.		This	unforgettable	memoir,	by	one	of	our	most	gifted	writers,	introduces	us	to	the	young	Toby	Wolff,	by	
turns	tough	and	vulnerable,	crafty	and	bumbling,	and	ultimately	winning.	Separated	by	divorce	from	his	father	and	brother,	Toby	and	his	mother	are	
constantly	on	the	move,	yet	they	develop	an	extraordinarily	close,	almost	telepathic	relationship.	As	Toby	fights	for	identity	and	self-respect	against	the	
unrelenting	hostility	of	a	new	stepfather,	his	experiences	are	at	once	poignant	and	comical,	and	Wolff	does	a	masterful	job	of	re-creating	the	frustrations	
and	cruelties	of	adolescence.	

7)	I	Know	Why	the	Caged	Bird	Sings	–	Maya	Angelou*.		Here	is	a	book	as	joyous	and	painful,	as	mysterious	and	memorable,	as	child-
hood	itself.	I	Know	Why	the	Caged	Bird	Sings	captures	the	longing	of	lonely	children,	the	brute	insult	of	bigotry,	and	the	wonder	of	words	that	can	make	
the	world	right.	Maya	Angelou’s	debut	memoir	is	a	modern	American	classic	beloved	worldwide.	

Book	Choices,	Fiction,	PICK	ONE:		

1)	East	of	Eden	–	John	Steinbeck*.		Set	in	the	rich	farmland	of	California's	Salinas	Valley,	this	sprawling	and	often	brutal	novel	follows	the	
intertwined	destinies	of	two	families—the	Trasks	and	the	Hamiltons—whose	generations	helplessly	reenact	the	fall	of	Adam	and	Eve	and	the	poisonous	
rivalry	of	Cain	and	Abel.	

2)	Grapes	of	Wrath	–	John	Steinbeck*.		Steinbeck’s	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	epic	of	the	Great	Depression	chronicles	the	Dust	Bowl	migration	
of	the	1930s	and	tells	the	story	of	one	Oklahoma	farm	family,	the	Joads—driven	from	their	homestead	and	forced	to	travel	west	to	the	promised	land	of	
California.	

3)	The	Hitchhikers	Guide	to	the	Galaxy	–	Douglas	Adams.		Join	Douglas	Adams's	hapless	hero	Arthur	Dent	as	he	travels	the	galaxy	with	
his	intrepid	pal	Ford	Prefect,	getting	into	horrible	messes	and	generally	wreaking	hilarious	havoc.	Dent	is	grabbed	from	Earth	moments	before	a	cosmic	
construction	team	obliterates	the	planet	to	build	a	freeway.	You'll	never	read	funnier	science	fiction;	Adams	is	a	master	of	intelligent	satire,	barbed	wit,	
and	comedic	dialogue.	

4)	The	Things	They	Carried	–	Tim	O’Brien*.	A	classic	work	of	American	literature	that	has	not	stopped	changing	minds	and	lives	since	it	
burst	onto	the	literary	scene,	The	Things	They	Carried	is	a	ground-breaking	meditation	on	war,	memory,	imagination,	and	the	redemptive	power	of	sto-
rytelling.		
		
5)	Frankenstein	–	Mary	Shelley*.	Few	creatures	of	horror	have	seized	readers'	imaginations	and	held	them	for	so	long	as	the	anguished	mon-
ster	of	Mary	Shelley's	Frankenstein.	The	story	of	Victor	Frankenstein's	terrible	creation	and	the	havoc	it	caused	has	enthralled	generations	of	readers	
and	inspired	countless	writers	of	horror	and	suspense.	

6)	Bless	Me	Ultima	–	Rudolfo	Anaya*.	Exquisite	prose	and	wondrous	storytelling	have	helped	make	Rudolfo	Anaya	the	father	of	Chicano	
literature	in	English.	Antonio	Marez	is	six	years	old	when	Ultima	comes	to	stay	with	his	family	in	New	Mexico.	She	is	a	curandera,	one	who	cures	with	
herbs	and	magic.	Under	her	wise	wing,	Tony	will	probe	the	family	ties	that	bind	and	rend	him,	and	he	will	discover	himself	in	the	magical	secrets	of	the	
pagan	past-a	mythic	legacy	as	palpable	as	the	Catholicism	of	Latin	America.	

7)	The	Inferno	(part	of	The	Divine	Comedy)	Dante	Alighier*.	Belonging	in	the	company	of	the	works	of	Homer	and	Virgil,	The	Inferno	
is	a	moving	human	drama,	a	journey	through	the	torment	of	Hell,	an	expression	of	the	Middle	Ages,	and	a	protest	against	the	ways	in	which	men	have	
thwarted	the	divine	plan.	
 
*While	all	titles	will	prepare	you	for	AP	level	work,	those	marked	with	a	*	have	appeared	on	AP	exams.	

Vocabulary:		For	each	of	the	following	words,	look	at	various	definitions	and	examples	and	write	a	
definition,	in	as	much	of	your	own	words	as	possible,	for	each	word.			



 

 

Rhetoric,	syntax,	diction,	imagery,	tone,	point	of	view,	figurative	language	(simile,	metaphor),	paral-
lelism,	active	voice,	passive	voice,	rhetorical	appeals	(ethos,	logos,	pathos),	irony,	satire,	sarcasm,	al-
lusion,	analogy,	antithesis,	paradox,	oxymoron,	antecedent,	personification,	euphemism,	anecdote,	
anaphora,	exigency,	audience,	connotation,	denotation,	context,	juxtaposition,	rhetorical	triangle,	
speaker,	voice,	alliteration,	hyperbole,	synecdoche,	understatement.	


